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as wheel, whirl, when stressed and unstressed? 
7. Artificial influence seems rather unlikely 
as an explanation of the phenomena noted in 
Michigan, but it is not entirely impossible that 
it at least assisted the wh as distinct from w. 
But it is unnecessary to call in this factor if a 
satisfactory explanation can be reached with- 
out it. 8. Scotch or Irish influence has not 
been equally strong in all parts of the country, 
and in the New England of forty or fifty years 
ago and earlier it was presumably much 
weaker than in many other regions. How 
great the influence of New England speech in 
the Western States has been has yet to be 
investigated. 

At some future time I hope to return to the 
subject of artificial influence, a careful treat- 
ment of which would, in my opinion, be of con- 
siderable value for dialect work in this coun- 
try. The wh question would form but a part, 
and probably a comparatively small part, of 
such a treatment. 

E. S. Sheldon. 
Harvard University. 



BEDE AND RABBINICAL LITERA- 
TURE. 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes : 

Sirs: — In two recent papers (" The Name 
Cffidmon " and " Old English Literature and 
Jewish Learning") I had occasion to collect 
some of the evidence tending to show an in- 
debtedness of the Old English literature to 
Rabbinical tradition. A further indication of 
the same purport is contained in Lauchert's 
' Geschichte des Physiologus ' (Strassburg, 
1889), p. 96: 

"... Beda (672-735), der zu Job 29, 18 (in 
Job 1. II. c. 12) die Geschichte vom Phonix 
anfuhrt ; schon Bochart (II. S. 819) hat be- 
merkt, dass Beda der einzige christliche Au- 
tor sei, der diese Stelle aus Job statt von der 
Palme (daneben auch) vom Phonix verstehe, 
wahrend sich sonst diese AufTassung nur in 
rabbinischer Literatur finde." 



Yale University. 



Albert S. Cook. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

The late U. S. Consul at Prague, Charles 
Jonas, has published a small volume of three 



hundred pages entitled: 'Bohemian Made 
Easy: A Practical Bohemian Course for 
English-speaking People.' In a brief intro- 
duction, the author tells us that he has written 
this work in answer to frequent demands for a 
practical guide to Bohemian, and he gives 
some interesting statistics concerning the half 
million Bohemians, the Bohemian language, 
the origin and development of the Bohemian 
press.in America. He then divides his material 
into four parts : i, Pronunciation ; ii, Grammar 
forms, with exercises after the Ahn method 
(150 pp.); iii, Conversation (90 pp.) and iv, 
Grammar proper (a sketch of 27 pp.). The 
characteristic features of the treatise are its 
simplicity and practical arrangement, the 
appropriateness of the words (with pronuncia- 
tion indicated) and examples used to illustrate 
the grammatical rules and the numerous 
idioms that it contains. The little book might 
thus form an easy practical introduction to 
Slavonic, especially where an opportunity is 
offered to speak Bohemian. The descriptions 
of the sounds, however, leave much to be 
desired for the student who has no knowledge 
of Slavonic phonetics, as when the author 
speaks of the " mellow sound of t," or cites 
English lid, lead as having "the same vowel 
sound," or gives the rule for his language: 
A sound for every letter and a letter for 
every sound and no silent letters, illustrated 
by Ceskd £<?£=chesska rshech, .sr<fc<?=s e rtse\ 
tkadlec=\&d\e\s, 2&i£te=skasht6, svrchni= 
sw e khnee, etc. (The Slavie, Racine, Wis.) 

The Open Court Publishing Company of 
Chicago, has added another interesing num- 
ber to its rapidly increasing list of important 
publications on psychology. ' The Diseases of 
Personality,' by Th. Ribot, the distinguished 
professor of comparative psychology at the 
College de France, reads like a novel. The 
chapter treating of " Disorders of the Intel- 
lect," is perhaps the most interesting one of the 
book for the student of language. It covers 
a discussion of cerebral dualism, of the 
coexistence of two states of consciousness, of 
the r61e of memory, of ideas which, as repre- 
senting states of consciousness, "are only 
a secondary factor in the constitution and 
changes of personality." 
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Mr. E. W. Scripture, Fellow of Clark Uni- 
versity, has recently sent out an interesting 
deprint from Wundt's Philosophische Studien 
(vi, 4) on " Vorstellung und Gefiihl, eine 
Experimentelle Untersuchung." The general 
conclusion arrived at in the monograph is as 
follows : 

In jedem Zustand des geistigen Lebens 
finden sich immer Vorstellungsbestandtheile 
und Gefuhlsbestandtheile vereinigt. Beide 
besitzen verschiedene, immer wechselnde 
grade der Bewusstheit vom Maximalgrad der 
hochsten Aufmerksamkeit bis ins Unbewusste 
. . . . sie sind coordinirte Theilerscheinungen 
des seelischen Verlaufs, und, unabhangig von 
dem Grad der Bewusstheit, ist bald das Gefiihl 
bald die Vorstellung bald die Verbindung 
beider auf der Verlauf der Vorstellungen von 
Einfluss. 

De Vigny's ' La Canne de jonc ' comes 
from the press of D. C. Heath & Co., with 
Notes by V. J. T. Spiers, of the Penn Charter 
School. The editor has done his work most 
conscientiously and has erred rather in 
the excess of his explanations. For one hun- 
dred and twenty-four pages of text, some- 
what loosely printed, there are eighty-three 
pages of notes, averaging one note to nearly 
every line of text. Consequently, the larger 
number are translations which are obvious, and 
definitions which should have been left to a 
lexicon. There are two appendices, one on il 
est-C'est, the other on /aire, followed by an 
infintive. Pp. v, 220. 

In the new official publication of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, The University Record 
(vol. i, No. 1), we note the following papers 
presented before the Philological Association 
of the University : " Middle English open b in 
Modern English," by Prof. George Hempl; 
"The Historical Actuality of Dante's Beatrice," 
by Prof. Edward L. Walter; "Voiced and 
Voiceless Consonants," by Prof. Calvin 
Thomas. 



PERSONAL. 

Mr. H. S. White, Professor of the German 
Language and Literature in Cornell Univer- 
sity, Ithaca, N. Y., has been offered the chair 
of German in Stanford University, Palo Alto, 
Cal. Prof. White will not decide definitely 
to accept, or decline, this brilliant offer till he 
has inspected in person the California situation 



which he purposes to do during the next 
academic year. 

Mr. Adolphe Cohn, Assistant Professor of 
French in Harvard University, has been called 
to Columbia College, N. Y., as Professor of 
Romance Languages and Literatures. 

Dr. Adolph Gerber has resigned his posi- 
tion as Professor of Modern Languages in 
Earlham College, Richmond, Ind. Professor 
Gerber intends to spend the next academic 
year in Europe, where he will devote himself 
to the study especially of the Teutonic lan- 
guages. 

The post vacated by Dr. Gerber has been 
filled by the appointment of Mr. Starr W. 
Cutting, formerly Professor of Modern Lan- 
guages in the University of South Dakota 
(Vermillion). 

Professor Fred N. Scott of the depart- 
ment of English in the University of Michigan, 
has been invited by Dr. Wm. T. Harris, 
United States Commissioner of Education, to 
prepare a monograph on " Instruction in 
English in American Universities" for the 
Educational series published under the direc- 
tion of Prof. H. B. Adams of the Johns Hop- 
kins University. 

Mr. E. H. Babbitt, of New York City, has 
been appointed Instructor of German in Co- 
lumbia College, N. Y. Mr. Babbitt has gone 
to Germany for the summer, where he purposes 
to collect material for future publication on 
some interesting and important pedagogical 
topics of the modern languages. 

Dr. Hugo K. Schilling, Professor of Mod- 
ern Languages in Wittenberg College, Spring- 
field, O. (cf. Mod. Lang. Notes, vol. i, p. 129), 
has been appointed Assistant Professor of 
German in Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Rev. J. C. Bracq has been appointed. As- 
sociate Professor of Modern Languages in 
Vassar College, N. Y. Mr. Bracq is a native 
Frenchman who received his early education 
in Cambray and Reims. After coming to 
America, he studied at McGill University, 
Montreal, and subsequently at the Newton 
Theological Institution. In 1883, he returned 
to Europe where he spent three years, partly 
in study, then came back to America as Secre- 
tary of a religious society of France. He has 
been a contributor to the religious press of 
this country, especially to theChrislian Union. 
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